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Hey everyone, it's Martin from Nagareyama's Tourism
Promotion Section!

I've lived in Nagareyama for about a year and a half
now, and I'll be talking about my experiences and my
favourite places in this wonderful city.

I live close to the Nagareyama Honcho area, so | come
here quite often. This area is famous as the birthplace of
shiro-mirin, and has a unique atmosphere and facilities
with a historical charm like the Issa-soju Memorial Hall
and the Nagareyama City Museum. There are wonderful,
cosy stores built inside old, traditional Japanese houses.
There are also all kinds of restaurants and cafés, so |
often visit to eat dishes and desserts that are made
using Nagareyama's shiro-mirin. At night, the streets are
it by the kirie-andon lanterns that are made by M.
Nobuyoshi lida, a local kirie artist, and Mr. Toshiharu
Hasebe. After attending M. lida's kirie class and making
a kirie artwork myself, | started appreciating the beauty
of these lanterns even more.

One of my other favourite places is the Tone Canal It
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is very pretty and especially nice to visit on a warm and
sunny day in spring, when the cherry blossoms and cole
flowers are bloomlng SO make sure to open up a day in
your schedule to go and
see them. There is also a
statue of Billken-san, a
god of fortune, near the
Canal Waterside Park.
The first Billiken-san

Tone checurent statue was built in 1913
and watched over the Tone Canal for over a hundred
years before being replaced by the second Billiken-san
statue last March. It's said that if you rub Billken-san’s
feet, you'll receive his blessings. I'll be making a trip to
the Tone Canal soon to look at the flowers and visit
Billiken-san.

In addition to enjoying life in Nagareyama, | have been
involved in a number of events through my work. Last
March, | visited the Dutch Embassy to interpret for a kirie
artwork donation ceremony. During the Tokyo Olympic
and Paralympic Games, | filmed a video to introduce
Nagareyama to foreign
visitors in English. In
October, | learned some
of Nagareyama's
traditions by watching
local residents carry out
the Oshimenawa event at
Akagi-jinja Shrine. All of these have been special events
that | won't forget, and I'm looking forward to more
events in the future!

This is the last article for this column, but I'm still going
to be living in Nagareyama and ['ll always
be seeing and trying more new things
here. If you want to see more from me,
please follow my Nagareyama promaotion E
Instagram with the QR code. Thanks to
everyone for reading, and see you
somewhere in Nagareyamal
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