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Hello everyone, it's Martin from Nagareyama’s
Tourism Promotion Section!

Last year, during November and December, |
attended a kirie (traditional Japanese papercutting)
artwork class taught by Mr. Nobuyoshi lida, a well-
known kirie artist who lives in Nagareyama.

Templates were provided by Mr. lida, and | picked
one with agapanthus flowers. The template is
attached to a piece of black paper, and cutting out
the white gaps in the template and leaving the
outlines behind creates an image on the black paper.
Once the cutting was done, | coloured the backing
paper with a water brush and watercolour paint, then
finished the piece by attaching the cut piece of black
paper onto it.

The class was a series of four sessions that were
two and a half hours long each. In the first session, it
was tricky to figure out how hard to press the paper
cutter’s blade when cutting the finer details and
curved lines, so progress was slow. But from the
second session onwards, | gradually became more
used to using the paper cutter and got so engrossed
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in it that the time went by in the blink of an eyel!

Under Mr. lida's instruction, | was able to create a
wonderful piece of art and | was very happy with how
it turned out. The works of the other participants and
Mr. lida's works that were on display were spectacular,
and | was amazed by the way that even simple images
can become very beautiful when expressed in kirie
form. And after making a kirie artwork with my own
hands, | truly appreciate the skill and time that Mr. lida
puts into his extremely complicated and detailed
creations!

There are more kirie art classes being planned, so
why not give it a try? And if you want to see some
excellent kirie art, there are around 100 kirie-andon
lanterns featuring Mr. lida’s artwork in the
Nagareyama Honcho area, so make sure to pay a visit!
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