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Hi everyone, it's Martin from Nagareyama’s Tourism
Promotion Section!

The weather is getting colder, and the end of the
year is drawing near. In my home country of New
Zealand, it's common to enjoy Christmas with family
and friends around this time of year. People exchange
gifts, send Christmas cards, and eat roast dinners with
turkey or ham. It's summer, so barbecues at the beach
are also a very popular option.

This is my fourth year in Japan, and this year, |
visited the temples of the Seven Lucky Gods in
Nagareyama. The Seven Lucky Gods are Ebisu,

PRSRST
Joken-ji Temple

Daikokuten, Fukurokuju, Bishamonten, Hoteison,
Jurojin, and Benzaiten. The interesting thing is that
Ebisu is the only god who is Japanese in origin; the
others originated in India and China. Praying to this
group of gods from different countries and religions is
something that is unique to Japan.

There are seven temples in Nagareyama that are
dedicated to these gods. Each temple has a statue of
its respective god and a stamp with the god's image
for visitors to use. You can collect the stamps in the
Nagareyama Seven Lucky Gods Tour Map produced
by the Nagareyama City Tourism Association. |
managed to collect them all

| love Japanese shrines and temples because they
have a wonderful and unique atmosphere that you
can’t find in New Zealand. Each of the temples |
visited in Nagareyama is surrounded by nature, and
the buildings are breathtakingly beautiful.

Interested in making your own trip to Nagareyama'’s
temples of the Seven Lucky Gods? You can get the
Nagareyama Seven Lucky Gods Tour Map at any of
the temples or the Nagareyama City Tourism Division.
Alternatively, download and print your own copy from
the Nagareyama City Tourism Association’s website
(QR code link).

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year, everyone!
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