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Hello everyone, it's Martin from Nagareyama's
Tourism Promotion Section!

The yearly Oshimenawa event, which has been
designated by the city as an intangible folk cultural
property of Nagareyama, was held at Akagi-jinja Shrine
on a smaller scale than usual on the 10th of October.
Akagi-jinja Shrine stands on an upside-down-bowl-
shaped hillin the Nagareyama Honcho area. Legend says
that a flood washed a part of Mit. Akagi in Joshu (modern-
day Gunma Prefecture) all the way to this region to form this
hill, which is also named Mt. Akagi after the mountain. Some
say that this legend is the origin of the name Nagareyama,
which means “flowing mountain™ in Japanese.

An enormous rope known as the oshimenawa,
which is said to repel uncleanliness and impurity,
hangs from Akagi-jinja Shrine’s torii - the traditional
Japanese gate at the entrance that demarcates the
boundary between ordinary space and the shrine’s
sacred grounds. The Oshimenawa event is a major
yearly task, where the oshimenawa and the three
decorative ropes that fasten the oshimenawa to the
torii are rewoven by around 300 residents’
association members and shrine parishioners.
Unfortunately, the oshimenawa could not be re-

woven last year or this year due to the coronavirus
pandemic. Around 50 people took part this year,
focusing on re-weaving the three decorative ropes,
along with some maintenance work on the parts of
the oshimenawa that had been worn down over time.

The decorative ropes are woven using bundles of
straw, and excess straw protrudes along the length
of the newly-woven ropes. The ropes are passed
through a fire to scorch most of the excess bits of
straw off, while some people adjust the strength of
the fire and others brush off the burnt straw. The
rest of the excess straw is trimmed off manually
with pruning shears, and then comes the task of
replacing last year’s decorative ropes with the new
ones. Safely carrying out the complex task of tying
the ropes to the tall torii needs everyone to
coordinate and work together, but eventually, the
new ropes were successfully tied around the
oshimenawa in a flower-shaped knot and arranged
into a spectacular ‘lion’s mane’ shape!

My home country of New Zealand has people of all
kinds of ethnicities, with a mix of all kinds of cultures, but
it's rare to see an event like the Oshimenawa event, so it
was amazing to see everyone's huge cooperative effort.
However, the oshimenawa is 6.5m long and weighs
500kg. | can't imagine the number of people and
coordination needed to replace it! There is usually also a
large festival a week after the Oshimenawa event, but this
was sadly also cancelled this year. I've heard that at the
climax of the festival, the bearers of the mikoshi
(palanquin) run up the stairs of the shrine while carrying it.
| would love to see the entire « T e
Oshimenawa event and the
Akagi-jinja Shrine Festival, so I'm
truly hoping that they can be held
next year!
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