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Hello everyonel! It's
Martin from Nagareyama's Tourism Promotion
Section! The long-awaited Tokyo 2020 Olympic
and Paralympic Games finally took place from July
to September! With the Olympics and Paralympics
taking place, the JNTO (Japan National Tourism
Organization) created a series of videos to
showcase tourism in Japan for the foreign media.
We worked with Chiba Prefecture to create some
footage of Nagareyama to be included, and |
made an appearance on camera to provide
English narration!

Our filming location was the Issa-Soju Memorial
Hall in the Nagareyama Honcho area. This facility
is named after Issa Kobayashi, a famous Japanese
haiku poet, and Sanzaemon Akimoto V, a mirin
brewer in Nagareyama who also wrote haiku
poems under the pen name ‘Soju.” Issa Kobayashi
is said to have visited Nagareyama on more than
50 occasions over his lifetime to see Akimoto, and

the Issa-Soju Memorial Hall, a reconstruction of
the Akimoto family residence, was opened in
1995 to commemorate the friendship between
the two. One part of the residence, which was
built in 1858, was restored as a part of the Issa-
Soju Memorial Hall in the style of a Japanese
tea-ceremony arbor, and is now known by the
name‘Soju-tei.’ It also has a beautiful traditional
Japanese garden next to it! Considering the
slightly rainy weather, we chose to film inside the
Soju-tei building.

The theme of the video was ‘Cuisine.’
Nagareyama is the birthplace of shiro-mirin, the
sweet cooking wine that is essential to Japanese
cuisine. It was first brewed in Nagareyama more
than two centuries ago, bringing prosperity to the
region and defining Japan's food culture. Today,
many old, historical buildings still stand in
Nagareyama, and businesses serve dishes and
desserts made using Nagareyama's mirin. These
things became the topics | talked about in the
video!

The video was played
inside the Tokyo Media
Centre during the
Olympics and Paralympics!
I'm kind of camera-shy, so
it's a little embarrassing
to think that this video will be viewed by so many
people, but I'll be doing everything | can to make
Nagareyama more well-known!
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