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2—T4/ DL RS

CAITBIR! TR FIARET Y — ) X AHER DT —
T4 TT, SODEETE. 3BICAS VI EFBRFET
FONERLUOYVEOSER(C DOV TITBNALET,

100FELL I LD EE BB FIRET 3. 45> T A
BEDLILTILOEE - EBICLWBEISNELZ. ZLT
S, BR20204U2 YT - ISSUL Y IBEART
F RUTA S SRBASHF > TETVELE. 0
EOCREAS S FFELNICHEDUN G, BED
BRIV TLET,

20184, MRBEEICEN. YIWEESALTRLOEN
EHRICRIETZEEBNELE [FRL-WRFOY 17
NAEBU AU TEEIL TLBEWRIER: BRBEZRSA
DIEREEBNBE AR ENTET BT EASTBINEL
2o

ZOEHBODT. FllieH
ST DRESSICRH BT
B A5 FBAEEEIZER
BEADYRESETZ
E(CH) 202143/8298(C
FEANMTONEUTz, T .
INTAESDIE. HBEIDAE
NVCEVTLSFIRSTE -
LILTILOBEA AN B
BTT, CORRINZEHE
R, FABBRELTEBL
*U7 )

FhF AT IBEEFLECAN AN EC A ATS
AD IR FHEBAFLBENDTET EBA S S TEAE
DR—F— 7> - FI - D)= NIAREBTHLIDL
FUlto ZUTIWRIERETBULE BRBSIAIE DY
9—DR%E 100K B 3HhAENFTH EFELE]E
S8 KB [CABINVERRIEFEESENR L, FE
D0F 91 RABRREN IR LS BORLES N

ERBSNTLELUZ, FAF@BICEVDRVPRFHEN
LOBFDITERLEUC . RREABILFZIETE
DOF 21—y THNS VI TENWCESBATITONIZS
BHF ETEI TS TEERFRTLUE!

;;

BRBSADY)iEZ
BUCCORWLEAS >
S DI EZSITRD
BENTEZERW
F9, cNHSERL E
EFA ST DISHRDGE
CEE@EO>TLET! I

Hey everyonel It's Martin from Nagareyama’s
Tourism Promotion Section! Today, | want to tell you
about a ceremony that took place in March, when
Nagareyama City donated a traditional Japanese
artwork to the Embassy of the Netherlands.

Nagareyama City has a friendship with the
Netherlands that began over a century ago,
when the Tone Canal that runs through the
northern part of Nagareyama City was built by a
Dutch engineer named Mulder. This friendship
remains strong in the present day; this year,
Nagareyama served as a pre-games training
camp for Dutch athletes competing in the
Tokyo 2020 Olympics and Paralympics.

In 2018, a group of citizens began the
Nagareyama Kirie Project, aiming to spread
knowledge of Japan and Nagareyama’s culture
through kirie artworks (artworks that are
created using a traditional Japanese paper-
cutting technique). This project has been
planning the donations of kirie artworks created
by Mr. Nobuyoshi lida, a renowned kirie artist
from Nagareyama, to the embassies of various
countries in Japan.

To deepen the bond between Nagareyama
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and the Netherlands, one of Mr. lida’s kirie
artworks was donated to the Embassy of the
Kingdom of the Netherlands to Japan, with the
donation ceremony taking place on the 29th of
March, 2021. The donated artwork depicts the
Tone Canal in spring, with the cherry blossom
flowers in full bloom, and the monument to
Mulder, the canal’s creator.

It was my great honour to serve as interpreter
for this auspicious event. | don’t speak Dutch,
but it turns out that 90% of Dutch people speak
English! His Excellency Peter van der Vliet,
Ambassador of the Kingdom of the Netherlands
to Japan, delivered his opening speech in
English. When the kirie artwork was presented,
Mr. lida explained that he spent over 100 blades
and three months to create it; the Ambassador
responded by saying that he had never seen
such a beautiful artwork, and that he would like
to visit Nagareyama after the coronavirus
pandemic has subsided. | translated their
conversations so that both sides could express
their thoughts and feelings to one another. The
ceremony was wonderful, taking place in sunny
weather in a garden full of blooming tullps the
national flower of the e
Netherlands - and it
was a very valuable
experience for mel!

| think the event
successfully deepened
the bond between
Nagareyama and the
Netherlands, and | hope
that more such
exchanges continue to
take place in the future!

(]

% B 1 00% BN, BB >/ {ER

FONT

BHEENOBHVLSHEDRRE. BFEHFSOHUBEZDEVKIICSENLET,
FEBEHDOEREFLEICHDDREBEDEAT—FCOVTIE, BN TEERALIE A,



