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Hey everyone, it's Martin from Nagareyama City’s
Tourism Promotion Section! In today’s edition, I'll be
telling you all about the Nagareyama Honcho area’s
kirie-andon lanterns.

When | walk around Nagareyama Honcho at night,
| feel a unique atmosphere in the streets. Buildings
that were built over a hundred years ago still stand
today, and | can see a soft glow coming from
lanterns that are known to the locals as ‘kirie-
andon,” which stand at the entrances of residences,
shrines, temples, schools, and stores. So, what are
these kirie-andon lanterns?

Kirie are artworks created using a traditional
Japanese paper-cutting technique. The artist uses
blades to make cuts in a sheet of paper, which is
then attached to a sheet of backing paper, to create
an artistic image. Andon are oriental lanterns that
were commonly used between the 17th and 19th
centuries. As the name suggests, kirie-andon lanterns
are a combination of the two.

The creators of the kirie-andon lanterns are Mr.
Nobuyoshi lida, a self-taught kirie artist who was
born and raised in Nagareyama, and his childhood

friend Mr. Toshiharu Hasebe. Wanting to liven up the
streets of their hometown and attract more visitors,
the two of them began making the lanterns in 2012,
with Mr. lida providing the kirie artwork and Mr.
Hasebe building the andon lanterns. Their work
received much praise, and in 2019, they received the
Community Development Service Award from the
Ministry of Land, Infrastructure and Transport, as
well as a public award from the city.

Today, there are over 100 lanterns, and each of
them has a kirie artwork that is made according to
request and therefore unique. Some artworks may
depict the buildings they stand in front of, as many
of the Nagareyama Honcho area’s buildings are
national cultural assets that have been there since
the Edo Period. Others, standing in front of stores,
offer a glimpse into the stores’ history.

| think every kirie-andon lantern in the Nagareyama
Honcho area is absolutely wonderful, but my
personal favorite is the one at the entrance of
Nagareyama City Hall, my workplace. It was donated
to the city by the Nagareyama City Tourism
Association to promote tourism in the local area,
and at 1.5 times the size of a regular lantern, it is
the only large-size kirie-andon lantern in existence.
Just look at the minute details that Mr. lida cut
painstakingly into the paper!

If you want to know more about kirie-andon
lanterns, Kokosil, the official Nagareyama Honcho
sightseeing website/app, has a kirie-andon lantern
guide with a detailed explanation of the origin of
each lantern’s kirie artwork. This E-l' E

is available in both Japanese and

pay a visit to the Nagareyama
Honcho area and find your
favourite kirie-andon lantern!

English, so scan the QR code to
check it out! And don’t forget to

Kirie- andon lantern
guide (English)
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