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Hey guys, it's Martin from Nagareyama City’s
Tourism Promotion Section!

Art is wonderful, don’t you think? It comes in all
kinds of forms, all over the world. And there happens
to be several places in Nagareyama's Honcho area
where arts and handicrafts are displayed and sold, so
let me introduce you to a few!

In Akari-kan@Zakka Konocono, there are lanterns
that are hand-made using washi (traditionally-
crafted Japanese paper) hanging from the ceiling,
and the store is filled with adorable handmade
trinkets and accessories. On the second floor are
even more washi lanterns and kirie (traditional
Japanese paper-cutting) artworks on display. There
are all kinds of non-arty things for sale as well—such
as foreign brands of tea and chocolate, and
delicious, freshly-baked bread! There’s seriously so
much to find here, so | highly recommend a visit if
you're the curious type.

Kaleidoscope Gallery Terada-en Chaho Misegura
is a kaleidoscope store in a renovated late-19th-
century traditional Japanese building that was
originally used as both a store and a residence. It
features the works of many different kaleidoscope
artists, including those of Nakazato Yasuko, a
Nagareyama-based artist who has received the
People’s Choice Award at the Brewster
Kaleidoscope Society’s international conventions
five times! There aren’t really any opportunities to
see kaleidoscopes in my home country of New
Zealand, so Misegura was where | first saw one. |
was surprised by the beautiful colors and patterns |
saw when | peered inside. Kaleidoscopes are simply
amazing!

If you're looking for fancy tableware and beautiful
decorations, you'll want to head to Gallery Yoshi,
where you can find pottery, wood-carved and stone-
carved items from all over Japan. You can see the
artists’ skill expressed in every single piece on the
shelves, and there are several organized display
events held every year. How about a chat with the
friendly owner as you look for something that
catches your eye?

The building of Kura no Café + Gallery Towa is a
late-19th-century traditional Japanese warehouse
called Sasaya Dozo. In addition to Towa’s delicious
food and desserts, they also have a series of
carefully-selected handmade tableware and
accessory items for sale. There’s also a gallery on the
second floor that is used as a space for events and
art displays that are held on an irregular basis. After
you enjoy your nice meal or quiet tea session, you
have to check out the artworks on display as well!

As you can see, the Nagareyama Honcho area is a
place where you can really enjoy art up close, so
make sure to visit and have a look around!
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