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Martin's Nagareyama World
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Hello everyone! My name is Martin. | was born in
South Korea and grew up in New Zealand. | came
to Japan in 2018 and did work related to Rugby
World Cup 2019 at Kumagaya City Hall in Saitama
Prefecture. | then moved to Nagareyama in August
2020, and | am now working as a Coordinator of
International Relations (CIR) at the Tourism
Promotion Section of Nagareyama City Hall. I'm
doing my best to promote Nagareyama and make
sure everyone knows about our awesome city
- both Japanese people and foreigners!
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I live in Nagareyama and every day, | experience the

city from a foreigner’s point of view. I'm going to be
writing @ monthly column in this space to share my
thoughts on the great things about the city!

Nagareyama is the birthplace of white mirin. In other

words, mirin—a sweet rice wine that is used worldwide
today and essential in Japanese cooking—was born right
here in this city. The mirin industry has brought prosperity
to Nagareyama for over two centuries, and traditional white
mirin is still considered a famous local product today, with
many local stores offering cuisine and sweets containing mirin.
I've been exploring the city to experience this mirin for myself,
so let me show you what I've found!

The liquor store Kagoya Shoten -
sells mirin brewed in Nagareyama (
using traditional methods, and during
the Japanese gift-giving seasons of
ochugen and oseibo, locals place so
many orders that the waiting time
can be up to a month or so. When | tried a sample of this
Nagareyama-brewed mirin, my mouth was filled with a
delicate sweetness and a subtle, complex, ricey aroma.

On the menu of Kura no Café + Gallery Towa, you'll
find desserts served with mirin syrup, as well as the mirin
lemonade beverage. The mild sweetness of the mirin
syrup is a spectacular combination with both the sweet
potato dessert and the apple dessert, while the mirin
lemonade tastes incredibly unique and refreshing.

The Issa no Yado is an original Japanese confectionery
that is available at several traditional Japanese
confectionery stores in the city. The outer surface is
made with egg yolk bean paste, sugar, egg yolk, honey,
and glutinous rice flour. This outer layer surrounds a
white bean paste that has small
pieces of chestnut in it! The result is
a gentle, subtly fragrant, and mildly
sweet flavour.

There are a ton of other products
made with mirin available, so come
to Nagareyama to try them!
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