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Hello everyone, it's Martin from Nagareyama’s
Tourism Promotion Section!

Last November, | got the chance to attend Ms.
Yasuko Nakazato's kaleidoscope making class,
hosted by Kaleidoscope Gallery Misegura in the
Nagareyama Honcho area. Ms. Nakazato is a
kaleidoscope artist based in Nagareyama who has
won the People’s Choice Award at the Brewster
Kaleidoscope Society Convention six times. You
don’t see kaleidoscopes in my hometown of New
Zealand, so | had never seen one until | came to
Nagareyama and visited Misegura for the first time.
I've been interested in them ever since, so | jumped
at the chance to apply for this class!

Three mirrors are arranged into a triangular tube,
and a piece of polarizing film is attached to one
end. The tube is then placed into a cylindrical case,
and a container with plastic pieces is attached to
the end with the polarizing film, while an eyepiece
is attached to the other end. The plastic pieces
appear coloured when viewed through the
polarizing film, and the mirrors inside the
kaleidoscope create a pretty reflected pattern with
the colours!

In addition to attending the class, | also went to
see the Global Kaleidoscope Exhibition that was
being hosted at Misegura. Kaleidoscopes from all
over the world were on display, as well as Ms.
Nakazato's latest creation, ‘Cheers!” This beautiful
piece, which was created in the image of a wine
glass, received the People’s Choice Award at this
year's virtual expo. As Ms. Nakazato built
kaleidoscopes over the years, she was left with
many leftover cut pieces of glass tube, which she
kept instead of throwing away. In her new piece,
these leftovers have been recycled into champagne
bubbles. And the view of the oil-encased
centrepiece inside is spectacularly beautifull

I'm grateful to have had the opportunity to learn
from a true professional like Ms. Nakazato, and I'm
looking forward to seeing more beautiful
kaleidoscopes at Misegura in the future. If you're
interested in kaleidoscopes, make sure to pay
Misegura a visit!
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